
October 19, 2021 

Dear ASA Parents, 

We've been filling your inboxes lately with COVID-19 letters, so we felt this was a good 
time to take a look at the landscape of the pandemic as it relates to All Saints Academy. 
Yesterday we hit case #10. Last year we didn't reach our tenth case until February 
19.  The delta variant seems to be spreading much more rapidly this fall.   

All of our cases thus far have been students.  Last year it was split equally between staff 
and students through our first ten cases. As it pertains to our individual campuses, there 
have been nine Lower Campus cases and just one Upper Campus case.  This may be 
an indicator of the effectiveness of vaccinated individuals in our community.  

Through our first ten cases last year we identified 37 close contacts. This year through 
our first ten cases we have identified 74 close contacts.  In our letters we always note 
when close contacts have occurred. When you read these letters, pay close attention to 
the date the student was last in the building. In many cases, students have been out of 
school for a number of days before their own symptoms started.   

One of the biggest differences we have seen between this year and last is the proclivity 
of parents to send their children to school with COVID-like symptoms.  This is why we 
have seen double the amount of close contacts this school year.  If we can recognize 
these symptoms earlier at home and keep our children away while showing symptoms 
or waiting for any household test results, the less likely the chance of the virus has to 
enter the school.  I can honestly admit that the Debri family has pushed the envelope 
when it comes to this as well.  Please know that I understand we all have a little more 
pressure when it comes to staying home with our children. Expectations at our places of 
employment have changed, childcare is harder to come by, and we know how important 
face to face learning is for our children.  

However, we must refocus on our root belief that "we are one" and begin to recognize 
how our individual choices affect the larger group as a whole. One common theme that 
continues to arise in my conversations with parents and staff alike is not the fear of 
contracting the virus itself, but rather the inconveniences caused by contact tracing, 
isolation and quarantine.  The financial implications of closing down one of our early 
childhood rooms can be more than a $5,000 hit to our income.  Income that is needed 
to pay our staff and operate our programs effectively.  

We cannot dwell on the negative alone. There are silver linings to be found. Symptoms 
in all of our student cases this year have been mild and children have been making it 
back to school as soon as their isolation days are over. There is no evidence of student 
to student transmission at ASA. We have been able to experience so many more things 
than we were able to last year at this time. Youth sports, birthday parties with friends, 
nights out with other parents are just a few of these things.  Shutdowns and government 



restrictions have been fazed out for the time being.  We will be able to celebrate trunk or 
treat, our All Saints Day Mass and Eaglefest in the upcoming weeks!  

In short, please continue to remain vigilant as we enter into the traditional cold and flu 
season. Let us know how we can help make this easier for you. And at the end of the 
day, it is imperative that you make your family choices with the best interests of the 
entire All Saints Academy family.  Stay positive. Test negative. Keep praying. All things 
are possible through Christ.  

God Bless, 

Mr. Michael Debri 
Executive Director 
616-447-2997, ext. 1202 
mdebri@asagr.org 

 

Our ASA Sponsor of the week is: Green Home Cleaning 

 

ASA Sponsors financially support All Saints Academy. Please patronize them whenever 
possible. 
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