
September 30, 2020 

 

Dear Parents,  

Our shared purpose at All Saints Academy is to form Saints to serve ALL. With that in 
mind and amidst the backdrop of the Presidential election and current political climate 
we wanted to share a few thoughts about respect, civility, and classroom conversations 
about societal issues. While these conversations typically happen in the junior high 
grades as a part of our curriculum, all members of the All Saints Academy community 
are receiving this message.  Discourse and conversation are good things. Collaboration 
is the way ideas are shared and how we grow. Of course, these conversations look very 
different at each grade level and developmental stage. Regardless of age, we are all 
striving to be more like Christ on a daily basis, so what does that mean in terms of how 
we talk with each other?  

As Catholic educators, we recognize the nature of Catholic schools is not to teach 
subjects separate from religion class. Rather it is our wonderful responsibility to weave 
our faith into learning so that students can approach the world through a Catholic lens. It 
is as the Church teaches us, “a synthesis between culture and faith.” ( The Catholic 
School on the Threshold of the Third Millennium.)   

We aim not to impart political or cultural opinions on our students but rather to model 
and foster respect and civility in all interactions. The Civility Pledge from We Are Salt 
and Light (linked below) highlights this commitment. In our middle school grades this 
pledge is being used with students and even being shared via Canvas pages as 
appropriate.  

We have assembled a few sources and documents below that provide additional details 
regarding the foundation for how we approach important, albeit tough, conversations 
through the lens of our Catholic Faith here at All Saints Academy.  

Civility Pledge - From the We Are Salt and Light website 
I PLEDGE: 
1. Civility 
To recognize the human dignity of those with whom I disagree, treat others with respect, 
and rise above attacks when directed at me. 
2. Clarity 
To root my political viewpoints in the Gospel and a well formed conscience, which 
involves prayer, conversation, study and listening. I will stand up for my convictions and 
speak out when I witness language that disparages others' dignity, while also listening 
and seeking to understand others’ experiences.  
3. Compassion 
To encounter others with a tone and posture which affirms that I honor the dignity of 
others and invites others to do the same. I will presume others’ best intentions and 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_27041998_school2000_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_27041998_school2000_en.html
https://www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it


listen to their stories with empathy.  I will strive to understand before seeking to be 
understood. 
  

Our Staff Goals for 2020 
 

1. To make everyone feel welcome - In times when we have to have tough 
conversations this means we aim to do so with civilized and respectful 
conversations so that everyone is heard.  

2. To grow - We aim to learn from each other’s experiences and perspectives, to 
learn about our history as a country and world. We know we are not perfect, 
but we can offer grace and opportunities to start over or try again.  

3. To grow in faith - When it comes to matters of faith and morals our class 
discussions are directed towards understanding these better, and applying 
Catholic Social Teaching actively in our lives. 

The 7 Catholic Social Teaching Principles uphold:  

 The Life and Dignity of the Human Person 
 The Call to Family, Community, and Participation  
 Rights and Responsibilities 
 The Option for the Poor and Vulnerable  
 The Dignity of Work and the Rights of the Worker 
 Solidarity 
 Care for God’s Creation 

Standards and Program Goals from the Diocese of Grand Rapids Curriculum 
related to conversation about how we view the world through a Catholic lens: 

Key Religion Anchor Standards K-12:  

 Connect the dignity of the human person to the freedoms and responsibilities of 
life on earth, through an understanding of the Beatitudes, moral conscience, 
virtue, and sin.  

 Respond to one’s call to the human community, including the communal 
character of the human vocation, the necessity of contribution and participation 
in society, and the preservation of the common good, social justice, and human 
solidarity.  

Social Studies Program Goal K-12:  
Social studies enables students to be informed, thoughtful, and responsible citizens of 
our society, using their Catholic lens to discern moral decisions for the common good. 
Students exercise the rights and responsibilities of participatory citizenship, by 
possessing a comprehensive knowledge base in social studies, which will encompass 
historical, geographic, civic, economical, psychological, and sociological points of view 



from a Catholic perspective; by demonstrating the skills needed to acquire, organize, 
and use information and to be ethical decision-makers in an ever-changing world: by 
utilizing their Catholic faith to acknowledge and respect the values of others and society 
through democratic and religion perspectives; and by accepting the responsibility to 
see, care and act on issues in the community, nation and world.  

English Language Arts Program Goal K-12:  
The study of literature and language provides students opportunities to analyze works 
that reflect the transmission of a Catholic culture and worldview, as well as uncover 
authentic Truth and contribute to the strengthening of one’s own moral character. With 
emphasis on expanding literacy, critical thinking, and communication skills necessary 
for lifelong learning, the English Language Arts expose students to a variety of cultural 
perspectives necessary in the development of one’s role in advocating for the common 
good within a global world. Literature assists students in transcending the limited 
horizons of human reality, and the study of literature from a Catholic perspective allows 
students to think critically and creatively about one’s place among past and future 
generations.  

Addition Resources from the US Council of Catholic Bishops specific to political 
activity and racism:  

 Political Activity and Lobbying Guidelines for Catholic Organizations 
 Educational Resources from the USCCB Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism 
 Open Wide Our Hearts Document 

Peace and Blessings,  

Michael Debri and Abby Giroux 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MzR1TH1L7nz_jyNntQiqBEs66vqj8Jqp/view
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/combatting-racism-educational-resources
https://www.usccb.org/resources/open-wide-our-hearts_0.pdf

